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Art Unit: 3653 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 7 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12 5 second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "the unlatching of the access member" in line 1. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 1 1 recites the limitation "a material which promotes control of electrostatic 
charging." This limitation is unclear since one of ordinary skill in the art would not understand 
what is encompassed by the language "control of electrostatic charging" and even less what 
material promotes that control. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3, 5-7 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent No. 6,068,439 to Ohta (hereinafter "Ohta"). 
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Ohta discloses a cassette, comprising: 

• a box member (310) adapted to house a sheet-shaped image medium therein, the box 
member being provided with an opening (12a) through which the medium can be fed into and 
out of the box member along a first direction; 

• an access member (13) attached to the box member and movable about an axis 
substantially perpendicular to the first direction between a first position (Fig. 19a) wherein the 
access member is disposed in the opening and a second position (Fig. 19b) wherein the access 
member is not disposed in the opening; and 

• a transport member (370) disposed within the box member and translatable within the 
box member in the first direction to move the medium into and out of the box member through 
the opening when the access member is in the second position (Col. 27, line 48- col. 29, line 18). 

In regard to claim 2, Ohta discloses phosphor sheet (11). 

In regard to claim 3, See Fig. 19A, where bottom of feed out member (370) has planar 
surface in contact with surface of medium. 

In regard to claims 5 and 6, Compare Fig. 19A with 19B. 

In regard to claim 7, see Figs. 19A and B, which disclose a single operation for actuating 
unlatching of the access member, movement of the access member and movement of the 
transport member. 

In regard to claim 10, Ohta discloses shaft (371). 

In regard to claim 11, Ohta discloses the cassette is created from synthetic resin (col. 12, 
lines 4-21). 

In regard to claim 12, Ohta discloses spring (36) (see also col. 13, lines 18-32). 
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Claims 1-3, 6, 8, 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent No. 5,441,251 to Ohta (hereinafter "Ohta '251"). 
Ohta '251 discloses a cassette, comprising: 

• a box member (130) adapted to house a sheet-shaped image medium therein, the box 
member being provided with an opening (140) through which the medium can be fed into and 
out of the box member along a first direction; 

• an access member (142) attached to the box member and movable about an axis 
substantially perpendicular to the first direction between a first position wherein the access 
member is disposed in the opening and a second position wherein the access member is not 
disposed in the opening; and 

• a transport member (138) disposed within the box member and translatable within the 
box member in the first direction to move the medium into and out of the box member through 
the opening when the access member is in the second position. 

In regard to claim 2, Ohta '251 discloses phosphor sheet (12). 

In regard to claims 3 and 6, see Fig. 15, where bottom of pusher (138) has planar surface 
(front edge) in contact with surface (back edge) of medium. 

In regard to claim 8, Ohta '251 discloses an assist mechanism (146) biased on the first 
direction to promote translation of the pusher. 

In regard to claim 10, Ohta '251 discloses a guide (134). 

In regard to claim 11, Ohta '251 discloses the cassette is created from resin (col. 7, line 

47). 
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Claims 1-3, 6, 7 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent No. 2,056,279 to Kulick {hereinafter "Kulick"). 
Kulick discloses a cassette, comprising: 

• a box member (10) adapted to house a sheet-shaped image medium therein, the box 
member being provided with an opening (see Fig. 1) through which the medium can be fed into 
and out of the box member along a first direction; 

• an access member (11) attached to the box member and movable about an axis 
substantially perpendicular to the first direction between a first position wherein the access 
member is disposed in the opening and a second position wherein the access member is not 
disposed in the opening; and 

• a transport member (19) disposed within the box member and translatable within the 
box member in the first direction to move the medium into and out of the box member through 
the opening when the access member is in the second position. 

In regard to claim 2, Kulick discloses X-ray film sheet (34). 

In regard to claims 3 and 6, see Fig. 2. 

In regard to claim 7, see Fig. 4. 

In regard to claim 10, Kulick discloses a guide (14). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohta in view of 
US Patent No. 4,434,501 to Pfeiffer (hereinafter "Pfeiffer"). 

Ohta discloses that feed out member (371) can be comprised of a nonwoven fabric which 
has protecting and cushioning effects on the phosphor sheet and is flexible (Col. 27, lines 60-65). 
Ohta does not specifically disclose neoprene. Pheiffer disclose attaching a foamy plastic onto a 
transport member (col. 2, lines 45-47). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to attach a piece of foamy plastic material (such as 
neoprene) to the bottom of feed-out member (371), as taught by Pheiffer, since it would provide 
additional cushioning and protection for the phosphor sheet. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohta in view of 
US Patent No. 6,504,166 to Imai (hereinafter "Imai"). 

Ohta does not specifically disclose the size of the distance of translation of the transport 
member. However, Imai discloses that the size of a phosphor sheet is 430mm by 430 mm (col. 
23, lines 66-67). Given those dimensions, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made, that the displacement amount taught by Ohta (see Fig. 
19), is about 50.8mm -127mm. 
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Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohta '251 in view 
Pfeiffer. 

Ohta '251 does not disclose neoprene attached to the surface of the pusher. Pheiffer 
disclose attaching a foamy plastic onto a transport member (col. 2, lines 45-47). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to attach a 
piece of foamy plastic material (such as neoprene) to the contact surface of the pusher, as taught 
by Pheiffer, since it would provide cushioning and protection for the phosphor sheet. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohta '251 in view 
of Imai. 

Ohta '251 does not specifically disclose the size of the distance of translation of the 
transport member. However, Imai discloses that the size of a phosphor sheet is 430mm by 430 
mm (col. 23, lines 66-67). Given those dimensions, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, that the displacement amount as 
taught by Ohta (see Fig. 15 and 19), is about 50.8mm -127mm. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kulick in view of 
Pfeiffer. 

Kulick discloses a transport member (19). Kulick does not specifically disclose 
neoprene. Pheiffer disclose attaching a foamy plastic onto a transport member (col. 2, lines 45- 
47). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
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made to attach a piece of foamy plastic material (such as neoprene) to the bottom of the transport 
member (19), as taught by Pheiffer, since it would provide additional cushioning and protection 
for the phosphor sheet. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kulick in view of 

Imai. 

Kulick does not specifically disclose the size of the distance of translation of the transport 
member. However, Imai discloses that the size of a phosphor sheet is 430mm by 430 mm (col. 
23, lines 66-67). Given those dimensions, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made, that the displacement amount as taught by Kulick (see 
Fig. 2), is about 50.8mm -127mm. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew J. Kohner whose telephone number is 571-272-6939. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kathy Matecki can be reached on 571-272-6951. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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